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Thanks to the Bulb Brigade who recently planted over 500 
spring bulbs. Next spring we will see the flowers of their la-
bors.  If you would like to help beautify the grounds of our 
new Church, you can join the Bulb Brigade or Plant Platoon 
by calling Jane at 295-0387. 

! K of C BREAKFAST on Sunday, December 13th, from 7:45 AM  
to 10:30 AM at the K of C Hall. Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, French 
Toast, Hash Brown Potatoes, Beans, Juice, Coffee/Tea will be 
served. $6.00/adult; $4.00/child 12 and children 6 and under free.” 

! CEREAL NIGHT IN HONOR OF JACKIE GANNON, Friday, De-
cember 11th at N.K. High School Cafeteria: A year ago Patrick 
Gannon came up with the idea that if a family eats cereal one 
night a week the money saved could purchase food for the NK 
Food Pantry. With his mom, Jackie’s support, Patrick’s vision be-
came a huge success. Patrick and his younger brother Liam lost 
their mom suddenly on November 7th. Join us on Friday. All pro-
ceeds from the evening go to the Jackie Gannon Memorial Fund. 
Seatings at 5:00, 6:00 and 7:00 pm. A minimum $15 donation is 
suggested. Please bring a non-perishable food item for the N.K. 
Food Pantry. 

! Thank you to all our Bulletin Advertisers!  The advertisers that 
you see on the back of the bulletin purchase ads that cover the 
cost of our bulletin.  We encourage everyone to look at the many 
advertisers and patronize their businesses. 

! Help us save money and “go green”  If you have a new email 
address or have changed your email address recently please no-
tify the Parish Center at ParishCenter@SBCWickford.org. 

I've wavered lately in keeping my resolution to walk up to the new 
church for daily Mass. Most times I've hopped in the car because I 
was running a bit late and sometimes because I got lazy. At the be-
ginning of this week I could have walked and seriously considered it. 
The day was beautiful: bright and mild. I quickly found a good reason 
not to walk. I had several items I needed to get up to the church and 
by taking the car I could do it and get the week off to a good start. 
That's what I did. As I pulled into the parking lot and headed for my 
favorite space toward the back, against the stone wall and just be-
fore the entrance to the rear parking lot (familiarly referred to as the 
Christmas and Easter Lot), I got caught up in a radio report on a 
group of residents of Palo Alto, California. They are in mourning. The 
transcript of the program reads: "Within the past six months, four stu-
dents from the same local high school have killed themselves. Now, 
volunteers — some parents, some not — are maintaining a safety 
watch, trying to prevent another tragedy.  Twice each hour, the same 
routine takes place at a busy railroad crossing that runs through a 
residential Palo Alto neighborhood. First the warning bell sounds, as 
the crossing gates lower to block access to the tracks. Twenty feet 
away, parents huddled along a chain-link fence freeze, midsentence, 
and look down the tracks toward the approaching headlights. They 
watch as the massive silver commuter train bears down and then 
hurtles through the crossing. And then, just like that, the train is 

gone. The gates go up again, faces relax, and the adults resume 
their quiet conversations." Over 70 volunteers have so far partici-
pated in this  "watch" as a community effort to say to others who 
might be tempted to take their lives in a similar way that there are 
people who care. I found the story to be a compelling example of 
caring people to  demonstrate what love is. You can read and/or lis-
ten to the report by going to NPR radio program "Morning Edition" 
for November 30, 2009.--- But that's not all! While I sat in the car lis-
tening to the radio a turkey poked its head over the wall. Soon he 
came over the wall and three others followed. They stared at the 
car briefly and then went about their business of pecking on the 
grass presumably for a morning snack. I had a great view of them 
and time to look at their features. I wondered once again why God 
had created something so ugly. In spite of their appearances I kind 
of grew  to like them. I waited as long as I could hoping they would 
wander on. They didn't so I had to turn the radio off and quietly 
open the car door to get  into the church for Mass. My movement 
sent them off into the rear parking lot. All in all it was a great way to 
start the day: listening about good people doing great things and 
contemplating one of the immense variety of creatures God has 
given us to share the planet with.  I got over my guilt about having 
decided to ride and not walk that morning. 

“Breakfast with St. Nick”: Check page 7 for de-
tails. All “Elves” should report to the Parish Center 
on Friday, 12/11 at 6 PM for St. Nicholas set up. 

 Sacramental Preparation:  There are CLASSES 
this week. 
Service Hours:  Have you been getting the 
emails?  Make sure you contact Kriss to sign up for 
activities posted. 
Contact Kriss at 295-0387 or sbc.gof@verizon.net 
for more information. 

Generations of Faith   

Prayer: the ultimate wireless connection 
How’s your Advent going?  Have you been able to 

make prayer a part of your routine?  Try unplugging your TV, I-
Pod, radio or computer and enjoy the silence of the season. 

THE  
GIVING  

TREE 
IS UP! 

Please take a tag,  
purchase the requested gift 

and return by the date 
on the tag or by  

Sunday, December 20th. 
The tag should be attached to the gift  

and the gift placed under the tree  

I would like to extend my sincere thanks for all the generous do-
nations for my Eagle Scout Project.  I will now be able to com-
plete my project and give something back to the Church.  I’m 
sure the new wishing well will add to the overall beauty of the 
new rectory.  Thank you again .   Rob Prashaw 

Blue Christmas  
Worship Service 

Sunday, December 20, 2009—7:00 PM 
North Kingstown United Methodist Church 

450 Boston Neck Road, North Kingstown, RI 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Tuesday, December 8th is the  

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
It is a holy day of obligation.   

Masses will be celebrated at 8:00 a.m., noon and 7:00 p.m. 
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Please submit bulletin materials directly to the Parish Office or 
e-mail to parishcenter@sbcwickford.org, Attn: Jane Allen.  
The deadline for submission is Monday by 5:00 pm. Please 
take into consideration the cut off time and space limit.  Thank you. 

Bulletin Submission 

  




