











From Father Dennis

Last Sunday evening | saw the Gamm's excellent presentation
of Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet". Maybe | am just getting
older but | left the theater with an overall negative feeling about
the character of Romeo. Romeo kills two people: Tybalt and
Paris. In neither case does the murder seem necessary. |
couldn't help but wonder if he was mature enough to sustain
his relationship with Juliet or if she would have been in for a
really rough ride with this impetuous, hot-headed young man.
Friar Lawrence advises Romeo: “Be patient, for the world is
broad and wide.” It is advice not taken and the result validates
another Shakespearean observation: "How poor are they that
have not patience! What wound did ever heal but by de-
grees?" (lago in "Othello") The word "patience" has its root in
the Latin, patientia, with the original meaning of "endurance".
The Greek word "pathos" meaning suffering has the same root
meaning. No one likes to suffer but most of us are prepared to

endure a certain level of suffering when we accept it is neces-
sary for a greater good. Patience is considered a virtue in tra-
ditional spirituality and is identified in scripture as one of the
fruits of the Holy Spirit's action in our hearts and souls. | am
inclined to think that our culture works against openness to
this virtue. We want what we want when we want it. This ori-
entation toward daily living leaves little room for waiting tran-
quilly to see how things unfold. Patience like any virtue can be
twisted and made an excuse for doing nothing. In its truest
sense as a "virtue" it helps to distinguish the truly important
from what turns out to be merely a personal preference. At
least that's how it has worked for me. | am fond of saying that
if everything went the way | wanted it to go, the world, the
church, the nation, my personal life would all be drastically dif-
ferent. Thank God life doesn't work that way. Thank God, too,
that God is infinitely patient with us.

Announcements

BOOK OF THE NAMES OF THE DEAD

The Church has a long tradition of remembering those who
have died, commending them to the love and mercy of God.
We do this in a special way throughout November. In many
churches around the world, there is a Book of the Names of
the Dead, as a continuing reminder of our prayer. A Book of
the Names of the Dead is found below the statue of the
Blessed Virgin on the left front side of the church. You are
invited to inscribe the names you wish to be remembered in
our prayer during the month of November. May this book
and our prayers remind us of our faith in our life-giving bap-
tism into the death and resurrection of Jesus.

The Parish Center will be closed
Wednesday, November 11th
in observance of Veterans’ Day.

THE GIVING TREE
If your family, or any family you know, needs help with
gifts for children this Christmas, please contact Jane at
parishcenter@sbcwickford.org or call 295-0387.

¢ St. Michael’s Thanksgiving Feast: Anyone interested in volun-
teering should contact St. Michael’'s at 781-7210 as soon as pos-
sible. The volunteer efforts begin as early as Monday, November
23rd and continue each day until all the dinners are delivered or
served on Thanksgiving Day. So, there are many volunteer op-
portunities. Please also consider making a contribution of new
socks, underwear and toiletries.

¢ ANNUAL COAT DRIVE: Please drop off your GOOD, USED
COATS at the Parish Center to be distributed to local agencies.
For more information or to help sort and distribute, call 295-0387
or email ParishCenter@SBCWickford.org.

+ Reach Out is holding its 1st Annual Warm Pajama Drive. All
new children's pj's (girls and boys) up to size 12 (L) are being
collected during the month of November and will be passed on
to local children in the community. For more information email
reachoutnk@yahoo.com or drop by the Reach Out store at 7760
Post Rd., NK or call June at 401.932.5877. The mission of
Reach Out is to help children in need within this community. We
do that by providing some of the basics their families struggle
with, warm clothing, books, backpacks, extra school supplies,
and toys at Christmas. We collect these items, new and used
and with the proceeds of the resale shop on Post Rd., purchase
the remainder of what we need. Over the past nine years since
the program started we've seen the need grow. We've also seen
an increase in the number of families that wish to help. Due to
their generosity, we are now able to serve many more children
and their families. Working together we can make a difference.
Reach Out.

Congratulations to the
Confirmation Class of 2009!!!

Special thanks to Bishop Roque, Deacon Joe
Turcotte, Alison Shea and the Teen Choir
and all of the catechists who helped to bring
these young men and women to this day.

Sacramental Preparation Classes meet
this week.
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Service Projects: Help is needed at all upcoming Genera-
tions of Faith sessions. Please let us know at which session
you will be helping. Service hours are also available at the
Knights of Columbus Italian Night on December 5. Contact
Kriss at 295-0387 or sbc.gof@verizon.net for more informa-
tion.

Generations of Faith:
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Check your email for reminders!

You’re invited!
What: Pizza Party!
When: Wednesday, Nov. 11 @ 7 PM
Where: St. Bernard Parish Center
Who: St. Bernard Youth-grades 6 to 12
RSVP: Kriss @ 295-0387

Interested in helping at “Breakfast With St. Nick”?

Find out more at the Pizza Party!

5 585 SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, November
21st Advent Wreath Workshop. Call the
ks Parish Center, 295-0387 to reserve your
74" | spot. Limited to 25 households. 5




For The Young Among Us

The Widow's Mite

But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Mark 12:42

Based on Mark 12:38-44
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ACROSS DOWN
3. A reddish-brown metal which is 1. A building used for worship
sometimes used in making 2. A place where funds are
coins received, kept, and dispursed
4. Having little or no wealth 5. Having great material wealth

8. The entire amount; everything

g

_ _ The official currency issued by a
9. A small piece of flat, circular government

metal, used for money

10. A contribution or gift made at a
religious service

7. A woman whose husband has
died and who has not remarried

POOR COINS TREASURY COPPER TEMPLE
ALL WIDOW OFFERING MONEY RICH
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Coming Soon! HEART

YEAR OF EVANGELIZATION
HROMAN CATHIOLIG
DIOCESE of PROVIDEMNCIE

.CatholicsComeHome.org is coming to the Diocese of Providence this Advent. It’s a television
ad campaign that celebrates the Catholic Church and shares stories of those who had left the
Church and now came home. The campaign has been run already in two major dioceses:
Phoenix and Corpus Christi. In Lent 2008, the Diocese of Phoenix launched a CatholicsCome-
Home.org test campaign, which aired over 1,000 television ads over the course of a few weeks,
and directed viewers to its interactive website, and ultimately home to their local parish. As a
result:

« 3.5 Million viewers saw the commercials during Lent 2008.

. Traffic to the Diocesan website increased nearly 20%.

. Many parishes reported immediate increases in Mass attendance, amounting to 15,000 initial
returnees.

. Pastors reported hundreds of confessions inspired by the commercials.

. Research showed that 90% of inactive Catholics drifted from faith due to social influences, not
to doctrinal issues.

. 600 individuals emailed diocesan/parish representatives with doctrinal and/or personal inquir-
ies.

. Nearly 1,000 people were involved in parish catechetical programs for Returning Catholics
within 6 months of the commercials being aired. Adult Faith Formation programs aimed at
sharing their faith with others reported a 20-30% increase in participation.

Watch the Bulletin for more information on the
2010 Year of Evangelization!
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