








The Week in Faith —-LENT WEEK 3
MASS INTENTIONS

Wed. 8:00 am Charles R. Lennon by his family
Tues. 8:00 am Edward O’Keefe
Wed 8:00 am Anna Caputo by Joe Capaldi
Fri. 8:00 am Emma E. Ingram by Clare Perry
Sat.  5:00 pm Robert F. Meade by his family
Sun. 7:00 am Catherine Storti by her husband Louis
8:30 am Lillian McKeon by Russell & Cathy Shippee
10:30 am Ricky Santos, 23rd anniversary by his family

Those who would like to bring the bread and wine to the altar,
please call the Parish Center at 295-0387 to arrange.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt. 18:21-35

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89; Rom 4:13,
16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a

Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14

Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137; Eph 2:4-10;

Jn 3:14-21 Alternate readings (Year A):1 Sm
16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41
[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]

THE SCRIPTURES

“The readings from the gospels and the Old Testament were selected
because they are related to each other. They treat various themes of
the Lenten catechesis that are suited to the spiritual significance of
the season.” -Introduction to the lectionary, the official book of read-
ings used at Mass.

THE CALENDAR

Tuesday 17
Wednesday 18

Memorial of St. Patrick*

Memorial of St. Cyril of Jerusalem*

The Ecumenical Soup Lunch will take place at
noon at St. Bernard’s. Soup will be served at
noon. The topic will be “Face to Face with
Natural Resources.”

Solemnity of St. Joseph

Thursday 19

Friday 20. Spring begins
Day of obligatory abstinence for Catholics
between the ages 13 to 59
Stations of the Cross: 7:00 pm in the church.
THE SAINTS

Saint Patrick: Born in around 385; as a youth_he was taken captive
to Ireland as a slave and worked as a herdsman. After making his es-
cape he wished to become a priest and after being made Bishop for
Ireland he was untiring in preaching the Gospel and he converted
many to the faith. It is believed he died in 461, and was buried at
Downpatrick.

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem: became bishop of Jerusalem in 348. He is
famed for the catechetical instructions he gave to candidates for bap-
tism. He was vigorous in the defense of the faith during the Arian her-
esy, being exiled three times. He organized the liturgy of the city of
Jerusalem, especially in the observance of Holy Week.

Baptized but not Confirmed?

Is this you? Or somebody you know? For any number of reasons,
baptized Catholics do not always complete their initiation into the
Church. This is done through the Sacrament of Confirmation and
receiving Holy Communion. This is a simple process of preparation
that results in the satisfaction of participating fully in the sacramen-
tal life that Christ has given us for our joy and support. For informa-
4| tion call Fr. Reardon.

Upcoming Meetings
Mon. |Yoga, Rm. 2 4:30 pm
New Home, New Beginning, Rm. 1 | 7:00 pm
Boy Scouts, Rms. 2 & 4 7:00 pm
Stewardship Committee, Conf. Rm. | 7:00 pm
AA,Rm. 6 7:00 pm
Tues. |Yoga, Rm. 2 5:00 pm
Children’s Choir, Church 5:15 pm
Tai Chi, Rm. 1 7:00 pm
SPRED, Rm. 6 7:00 pm
Wed. |Ecumenical Soup Luncheon, Rm.1 |12:00 noon
Reconciliation Service, Church 7:00 pm
Thurs |Yoga, Rm. 2 5:00 pm
Adult Choir, Church 7:00 pm
Fri. AA, Rm. 6 7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross, Church 7:00 pm
Sat. Legion of Mary, Conf. Rm. 10:00 am
Youth Ministry Music Night, Rm. 1 6:00 pm

New home ~ New beginning

A Series of Conversations for those interested in
reconnecting with their Catholic Faith.

Monday, March 16

7:00 - 8:00pm

St. Bernard Parish Center
(Unfortunately the snow prevailed on March 2nd!)

We have missed you! Perhaps you have missed us
too! We hope to see you on Monday, March 16th.
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= @‘g Operation Rice Bowl
Third Week of Lent -

As we continue our Operation Rice Bowl Journey may our
fasting keep us mindful of the hunger of the people of the
world.

PARISH SUPPORT
Actual Budget
Mar. 7/8 $7,619.62 $8,072.63
ACH $497.00

Through 02/28/09 $277,845 $303,826
oSt. Bernard’s offers parishioners the opportunity to make
their budget contributions by Direct Debit. Call the Parish
Center, 295-0387 for further information.

eMany companies offer matching funds for donations to non-
profit organizations. Your company might match your dona-
tion to St. Bernard! Please find out if your company has this
policy.

"Under the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of
2008, sometimes called the bailout bill, IRA owners who
are 70 1/2 can transfer up to $100,000 to a charity in
2009 without having the amount included in their gross
income."
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From Father Dennis

tionship with others.

Happy Saint Patrick's Day! The good man's feast falls on this Tuesday. There is therefore no conflict over which comes first a
Lenten regulation about fast or abstinence or the unquestioning loyalty to Ireland's patron that requires eating corned beef and
drinking a refreshing quaff of something alcoholic. At any rate when such a conflict arises little tension occurs. It is swiftly settled
in favor of Patrick's festivities. After all the Irish have been through because of their faith, God will surely cut us some slack! |
think it is something more or less like that that is the rationale that kicks in. This year if anything casts a bit of gloom over the big
day, it will be the resurgence of violence in Northern Ireland by those claiming to be the "Real IRA" or some other variation on
that name. After almost 11 years of very fruitful efforts to break the vicious cycle of killing innocent people, the few who cannot
adapt to reality, the consensus of the people and the chance at real progress and prosperity as a nation, have raised their heads
again. Will they undo all that has been accomplished? It isn't likely but the possibility remains. It is a reminder to us all, Irish or
not, that the consequences of Original Sin are still felt in our time and in all of us. We have a tendency toward evil and to sin just
as real as our attraction to God and to do well. Lent is a time when we check ourselves, thoroughly, to make sure we are in
touch with our deep set inclinations. Little things, like prejudices, grudges, desires for revenge, exaggerated and unrealistic na-
tional pride, fear and insecurity, can grow inside us if we allow it to happen. We owe it to ourselves, our loved ones, and to God,
to sit down and look deep inside and check those tendencies we detect that are self-destructive and destructive of our good rela-

Announcements
1 The Legion of Mary Acies ceremony will be held in St. Ber-
nard's Church on Sunday , March 22nd at 2 p.m. There will be
recitation of the rosary, consecration to Our Lady, a homily by Fa-
ther John Randall and Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment. Refreshments will be served after the ceremony in the par-
ish center. All are invited to attend.
T KITS ministry: If you are interested in this very important contri-
bution to our parish family, we are asking for more volunteers.
Many parishioners who have been on the receiving end of our
ministry have been genuinely touched by the cards and good
wishes. If you think this is a ministry YOU can be part of, please
contact Judi at the Parish Center.
<+ Monsignor Clarke Catholic Regional School invites parents of
preschoolers to attend an open house on Wednesday March 25
from 9:00AM to 11:00AM, to view the pre-kindergarten school
during school hours. A second open house will be held on
Wednesday April 22 from 9:00AM to 11:00AM.
<+ St Bernard Scholarship Fund applications are available on the
Parish Web Site and at the Parish Center for graduating high
school seniors of the Parish. Six $700 scholarships will be
awarded in June. Return completed applications by April 20th.
<+ N.K. Tai Chi Classes at St. Bernard Parish Center on Tuesdays
at 6:30 pm. Free to St. Bernard parishioners. $10/per class for
non-parishioners. All proceeds to benefit Horse Play Equine Res-
cue and Sanctuary. For information call Mandy at 886-4291.
<+ GFWC Women’s Club of South County Scholarships: Women
residents of Washington County, Rhode Island, 21 years of age or
older, have financial need, and are admitted to or already attend-
ing a degree or certificate program. Two big changes from our
past scholarships: a. There is a new $5,000 Scholarship this year
- The Margaret Louise Fassino Smith Memorial Scholarship - be-
ing awarded in addition to our regular Scholarship b. The age re-
quirement has been lowered from 25 years to 21 years. The appli-
cation deadline is June 1, 2009. For more information contact
Shelley R. Perry, Scholarship Chair at Sperry0210@cox.net 401-
295-9913
<+ Respect Life: FOCA Cards are available in the rear of church
and at the parish center.
<+ MOVING ON IN FAITH PARISH MISSION Father Robert Perron,
Administrator of Sacred Heart of Jesus and St. Joseph Catholic
Community and Father Normand Courtemanche, Pastor of Our
Lady of Consolation Church announce a four (4) night Mission,
called ‘Moving On In Faith” by Deacon Rick Lapierre, Sunday,
March 29th through Wednesday, April 1st at 7:00 p.m. The first
night at Sacred Heart Church 38 Park St. Pawtucket The second
night at Our Lady of Consolation Church 10 Webster St. Every-
one is most cordially invited to this Mission. For additional infor-
mation, please contact the Sacred Heart, St. Joseph Catholic
Community office at 724-9190.

Stewardship
Recently Confirmed: please consider becoming a Minis-
ter of Communion. Church ministers assist in the distribu-
tion of Communion at Mass. For more information contact
Jane Allen at parishcenter@sbcwickford.org or 295-0387.

Faith Formation
Sacramental Preparation: There are NO Classes this

week. Our final classes are next week (IF we don’t have any-
more SNOW!)

Confirmation Students: Service Opportunities: Volunteers are
needed for the following: set up for Legion of Mary meeting on
Sunday 3/22; set up and clean up of Parish Center for Haitian
Project Board meeting and dinner on 3/27; next Generations of
Faith session 3/28-4/1. Call the Parish Center at 295-0387 or
email sbc.gof@verizon.net to sign up or find out about other op-

portunities.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Music Jam Night Saturday, March 21 at 6:15. Bring your instru-
ment, a friend and a song to share! We'll be meeting in the Parish
Center right after 5 PM Mass.
Youth Mass Saturday, March 28 at 5 PM. Come and hear the
Youth Choir! Call the Parish Center for more information!
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny The Youth Ministry is looking
for donations for our raffle baskets. Candy, games, craft items
etc. The breakfast is scheduled for April 4. Watch for details!
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XL/ GENERATIONS OF FAITH

g_,_w_{ Thanks again to the Covenant Players for their wonderful
=== performances!!!!!

Our next and final session dates for this year are: Saturday, March
28; Sunday, March 29; Monday, March 30; Tuesday, March 31;
Wednesday, April 1. If you haven't yet come to a session, this is
your last chance before we move to the new church! We are fin-
ishing our Year of Social Justice by talking about “Rights and Re-
sponsibilities.”
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For The Young Among Us

2. QUESTION OF THE WEEK 2
= A QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Grades 4-6
Life Question: What does God ask of you? Grades K-1:
Gospel Question: What changes does Jesus’ anger Life Question: What are some ways you pray in your family?
prompt him to make? Gospel Question: What do you ask Jesus for?

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

John 2:13-17 (NIV)
LTABE
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Jesus turned over the tables of the
money changers in the

1 £ 3 & 3.6

Bible Memory Verse

"Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!”
John 2:16 (NIV)

ANSWERS

table

cattle
money

whip
temple
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2009 Catholic CharityL
Fund Appeal
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Your Hands
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Please give generously!
DIOCESE OF PROVIDENCE

1 www.providencediocese.org r

Have you made your pledge to the 2009 Catholic Charity Fund Appeal?
Have you given a gift?

Will you do it today?
PLEASE DO!!!!
God's work needs your hands too!

The envelopes are in the pew and so are the pens.
All you need to do is pray, make a decision, take up the pen and write!

Here's what one parishioner wrote last week: "We give to the catholic Charity Appeal because of the blessing we
have been given in our lives. We would like the money to go o the poor."

Here's another: "The reason I am giving to the Catholic Charity Fund Appeal: | AM BLESSED! I would like the
money to go to Catholic Education Scholarships and to the fundamental needs for the homeless.

Our Lent Parish Service of Reconciliation

With Individual Confessions is

Reconciliation Wednesday, March 18th at 7:00 PM
Service

©1.8. Paluch Co., Inc.
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Remember what we heard from the Prophet Joel on Ash Wednesday

"Even now, says the LORD,
return to me with your whole heart...

"Gather the people,
notify the congregation;
Assemble the elders,
gather the children
and the infants at the breast."
It's for everyone!!



