








 

 

From Father Dennis 

 

 FORGIVEN 
 
 The people of Israel, even in New Testament times, thought of God in a very personal, intimate, 
and relationship-oriented manner. In our modern times, we have inherited categories about God from 
Greek philosophy: God as all-knowing, all-powerful, all-present. Not that God isn’t these things, but if we 
think of God primarily that way, when we get to the end of Isaiah today (“your sins I remember no more”), 
we are a bit confounded. How can an all-knowing God forget anything? Isaiah’s listeners would have 
been more inclined to rejoice at what a wonderful, loving relationship God had with them. God—who had 
the power to forgive their sins—forgave sins, and then completely forgot them! Jesus, in today’s Gospel, 
is also more interested in the paralyzed man knowing that wonderful, loving, healing presence of God 
than he is in satisfying the scribes’ pre-conceived notions about God. How often it is we, not God, who 
remain paralyzed by our past sinfulness, even when we have been forgiven by God and reconciled with 
others. Let us, instead, give God glory by picking ourselves up from our paralyzed past, and journey on 
as disciples of Jesus. 
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Announcements 
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! THE ANNUAL FUEL COLLECTION will be taken up next week-
end.  Envelopes will be in the pews. 

! Children’s Choir-It is time once again to begin children’s choir. 
We are always welcoming new voices. We will begin again Tues-
day March 3rd from 5:15 to 6 right in the church. We will be get-
ting ready for Easter and 1st Communion. Please see Alison 
Shea for any additional info. 

! Teen Choir- It is time once again for the teen choir to begin re-
hearsals. We will start Wednesday March 4th at 7pm right in the 
church. We will be practicing for Lent and Easter. Please come 
and join us. Open to grades 7th-college. 

! First Eucharist Clothing Exchange In these economic times 
purchasing a new outfit that will most likely be worn only once for 
this special day, may be difficult for some families.  We are offer-
ing a “clothing exchange”.  The Parish Center will be accepting 
donations of gently used First Eucharist clothing (dresses, suit 
coats, shoes, veils, etc).  If you have clothing to donate for this 
exchange, please drop it off to the Parish Center by Wednesday, 
February 25.  The “Exchange” is scheduled for March 1st. 

! St Bernard Scholarship Fund applications are now available 
on the Parish Web Site and at the Parish Center for graduating 
high school seniors of the Parish. Six $700 scholarships will be 
awarded in June 2009.  To be considered, completed applica-
tions must be returned by April 20, 2009. 

! FISH CHIPS AND CHOWDER DINNER at the Knights of Colum-
bus on Friday, February 27th, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM at the K 
of C Hall .  Fish (Fried and Baked), Chips, Slaw, and Chowder., 
$9.00/adult; $5.00/child 12 and under; children 6 and under-free. 
Reservations requested  by Thursday, February, 26. Please call 
295-0507 and leave a message. 

! SAVE THOSE LABELS!!!  We are pleased to announce that St. 
Bernard’s Parish is now participating in the Campbell’s Labels for 
Education program.  Simply cut the labels off participating Camp-
bell’s products and drop them off in the boxes located in the par-
ish center and in the back of the church.  For each label we col-
lect, we earn points to purchase supplies for our faith formation 
programs.  If you need additional information or would like to help 
with this program, please contact Julie at the Parish Center, 295-
0387 or sbc.gof@verizon.net. 

! N.K. Tai Chi will begin classes at St. Bernard Parish Center on 
Tuesday February 24th at 6:30 pm. Free to St. Bernard parish-
ioners. $10/per class for non-parishioners.  All proceeds to bene-
fit Horse Play Equine Rescue and Sanctuary.  For information 
call Mandy at 886-4291. 

 
There are NO Classes this week due to the school vacation.  
Sunday classes meet again on March 1 and 22.  Monday classes 
meet again on March 1. 

In case of inclement weather, please check your local 
news for cancellations. 

Faith Formation 

 YOUTH MINISTRY 
Thanks to all who came out to our 1st Jam Night and the “Lock 
In”!!!  What’s next?   
Come help us plan the Easter Breakfast scheduled for April 4.  
We are meeting on THIS Thursday, Feb. 26 at 7 PM in the Parish 
Center. 

 GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
PEACE!  We could all use a little. Join us in March 7, 

8, 9, 10 or 11 when the Covenant Players come to Generations 
of Faith and bring us stories of peace.  How does it pertain to jus-
tice and how can we live as peaceful people?  Come find out!  
Call the Parish Center at 295-0387 if you are not already regis-
tered for a session. Congratulations to Carol Bender winner of 
the quiz raffle. 

 Operation Rice Bowl  
 

Rice Bowls are available in all the pews.  The Rice Bowl connects 
you through prayer and action with the poor and vulnerable over-
seas and in the Untied States. To participate, place the Rice Bowl 
in a prominent location in your home. Pray the Rice Bowl prayer 
with your family, Fast and consider sacrifices you can make on 
behalf of the poor. Give in this special way.  When you fast with 
simple meals or make other sacrifices, deposit the money you 
saved in your Rice Bowl.  

WORKCAMP 
These boots are made for serving!   

On Ash Wednesday, we will be accepting donations to help de-
fray the cost to get us to camp as we help folks in nearby Con-
necticut.  Help us get there!  Please be generous and help fill the 
boots! 
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For The Young Among Us 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

Grades K-1: 
Life Question:  Who needs forgiveness? 
Gospel Question:  Who does Jesus forgive? 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Grades 4-6 

Life Question:  What is hard to forgive? 
Gospel Question: Why is Jesus so forgiving? 

Word Search Puzzle 
from www.geocities.com/lectionarypuzzles/ 

free to distribute for free with this notice 
words in a straight line left to right or top to bottom 

 

C H R I S T G C S P T T 
Y A L W A Y S O I R H H 
E T O T B A W R L O R I 
S T N H U M H I V M O S 
J H E A T O O N A I U R 
E E M T I N M T N S G E 
S W A S M G Y H U E H A 
U H I M O L O I S S E S 
S A Y I T O U A N D V O 
N R S V H R W N O G E N 
A M E N Y Y E S F O R O 
P R O C L A I M E D Y T 

(2 Corinthians 1:19-20)  For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and 
Timothy and I, was not "Yes and No"; but in him it is always "Yes." (20) For in him every one of God's 

promises is a "Yes." For this reason it is through him that we say the "Amen," to the glory of God. (NRSV) 

Word List 
CORINTHIANS    PROCLAIMED    SILVANUS    PROMISES    TIMOTHY    

THROUGH    REASON    CHRIST    ALWAYS    JESUS    GLORY    EVERY    AMONG    
WHOM    THIS    THAT    NRSV    AMEN    YOU    YES    WAS    THE    SAY    ONE    

NOT    HIM    GOD    FOR    BUT    AND    WE    TO    OF    IT 
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S u n d a y  M on d a y  T u e s d a y  W e d n e s d a y  T h u r s d a y  F r i d a y  S a t u r d a y  

Feb. 24 
Shrove Tuesday 
“Shrove” means 
“Confessed”   

25  
*Ash Wednesday 
Ashes:8:00, 3:30, & 
7:00 pm. 
Ecumenical Soup 
Luncheon, noon 

26 
 

27 
Stations of the 
Cross, 7:00 pm 

28 

 

March 1  
1st Sunday of Lent 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
Ecumenical Soup 
Luncheon, noon 

5 
 

6 
World Day of 
Prayer 
Stations of the 
Cross, 7:00 pm 

7 

Generations  
Of Faith 

8 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
Generations  
Of Faith 

9 
Generations  
Of Faith 

10 
Generations  
Of Faith 

11 
Ecumenical Soup 
Luncheon noon 
Generations  
Of Faith, 5:30 pm 

12 
 

13 
Stations of the 
Cross, 7:00 pm 

14 

 

15 
3rd Sunday of Lent 
 
 

16 
 

17 
St. Patrick 

18 
Ecumenical Soup 
Luncheon, noon 
Reconciliation 
Service,  at  
St. Bernard. 

19 
St. Joseph 
 

20 
Spring begins 
Stations of the 
Cross, 7:00 pm 

21 

 

22 
4th Sunday in Lent 
 
 

23  
 

24 
 

25  The Annuncia-
tion of the Lord 
Ecumenical Soup 
Luncheon, noon 

26 
 

27  
Stations of the 
Cross, 7:00 pm. 

28 

Generations  
Of Faith 

29 
5th Sunday of Lent 
Generations  
Of Faith 

30 
Generations of Faith 

31 
Generations of 
Faith 
Reconciliation 
Service at St.  
Francis de Sales 

April 1 
Ecumenical Soup 
Luncheon  
Generations  
Of Faith 

2 
 

3 
Stations of the 
Cross, 7:00 pm 

4 

 

5 
Palm Sunday 
Holy Week begins 
Return your Rice Bowl 
to church. 

6  
Holy Week 

7 
Holy Week 
 

8 
Holy Week 

9  Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord’s 
Last Supper , 7:30 
pm  

10  
*Good Friday 
Annual Hunger Walk 
Stations of the 
Cross 
The Lord’s Passion 
7:30 pm  

11 

Holy Saturday 

Easter Vigil, 7:30 pm 

12 
Easter Sunday 
Masses:  7:00, 8:30 and 
10:30 am. 

*Rules of Fasting & Abstinence:  *Rules of Fasting & Abstinence:  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence days of fast and abstinence for for 
ages 12ages 12--59.  This means no meat is to be eaten and our food intake should be restricted.  Common sense 59.  This means no meat is to be eaten and our food intake should be restricted.  Common sense 
should rule in these matters.should rule in these matters.  

 
 

LENT 2009  

Our Heritage. Our Faith. our Future.” 

Over $515,000 pledged to date! 
We have now reached over 86% of our goal!  Thank you to all those who have already pledged to our 
Church Completion Campaign. 

Over 325 families have already made a pledge or one-time gift to this campaign. Many of these families have just completed their 
original pledge from several years ago. Their sacrifice is greatly appreciated. We also realize that these are difficult economic times 
for many but if we each give to the best of our ability, we will certainly surpass our goal. 
Capital Campaign Mailing: 
A special mailing has gone out to all families who have not yet pledged to our current Church Completion Campaign. Included in 
the mailing is an update on the status of our fundraising efforts and a “Pledge Envelope” to be used to make your gift. Volunteers 
will make follow-up phone calls to answer any questions you may have regarding our campaign.  
Please consider making your pledge or one-time gift this week. Additional “Commitment Envelopes” are available at the 
church or by calling the parish office. Thank you again for considering this appeal.   
Thank you for your support. 


