








 

 

From Father Dennis 

 

The New Year Has arrived. It ushers in the start of a new era.  Barak Obama will be sworn in as president. I have said it before 
and repeat it now: whatever our personal feelings about him as a man or his views as a politician, his election is an historic mo-
ment of great significance. It is a moment in which all Americans should take pride. Our country, so often torn apart by racial 
prejudice has loudly and clearly demonstrated our readiness to move on. Things are not perfect. Individual and regional preju-
dice still exists. But as a people we have declared that we will live up to the ideals of our nation and move beyond an era in 
which people are denied their place because of the color of their skin.  The new era, of course, is also marked by huge economic 
challenges and the need to confront a war that has taken and continues to take a toll on us while promising little advance in the 
establishment of peace and harmony in the world. As we close the year out I, like others, go back forty years to that year when 
Martin Luther King, Jr and Robert F. Kennedy were assassinated.  Promising leaders were gone and there didn't seem to be oth-
ers in sight. 1968 was also the year that the monk and author Thomas Merton suddenly and tragically died. He too represented 
great hope for many who were looking for a spirituality that changed hearts and souls as well as relationships among nations 
and peoples of different faiths.  I remember writing in my diary t the end of 1968 that "all the heroes are dead. It is up to us now 
to continue their work. There will be no more heroes."  I think this still to be true. I have great hopes for this new era and our new 
leadership but, in the end, it is really up to each one of us to be a "hero", to go beyond our level of comfort and get involved in 
applying our faith to our lives and maintain as our focus the common good, the good of all in the community. Our Catholic faith 
and its incredible wisdom can serve us well.  As we pray for our new national leadership, we also pray that we will lead the way 
and not leave it to someone else. Happy New Year! 

Announcements 

5 

 

Come plan our next events!!!  Wednesday, January 7 
at 7 PM. 
Work Camp:  Young people in middle school and high 
school who are interested in participating in Work Camp 
next summer are invited to a meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 13 at 7 PM in the Parish Center.  

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
Generations of Faith is back in Febru-
ary.  The team has some great programs 
planned for the spring.  Watch the bulletin 
and your email for information on the next 
session. 

Books and More  
Self service purchases may be  made in the Church 
vestibule and in the parish center at other times.  NEW 
ITEM:  Old Turtle, the book read at October's GoF 
sessions. For inquiries, special orders, additional open-
ings, call Deborah at 885-6405. 

! K of C BREAKFAST on Sunday, January 11th, from 7:45 AM to 
10:45 AM at the K of C Hall.   Scrambled Eggs, Ham or Sau-
sage, Pancakes, Hash Brown Potatoes, Beans, Coffee/and Tea 
will be served.  $6.00 per adult; $4.00 per child 12 and under; 
children 6 and under are free. 

! The Animal Rescue League of Southern Rhode Island has 
started a Pet Food Pantry. It is our hope that people who are 
having difficulty feeding their pets in these tough economic times 
will call on us to help them and not have to give up their pets.  
Our Pet Food Pantry is open from 1-3 P.M. on Saturday and 
Sunday at our Shelter at 506B Curtis Corner Road, Peace Dale, 
RI. Our phone number is 783-0458. 

! Bishop Tobin to offer retreat on January 16-17, from 7:00 pm 
Friday to 7:00 pm Saturday at the Seminary of Our Lady of 
Providence for men 18-35 who are discerning a call to the priest-
hood.  Anyone interested should call Fr. Michael Najim, Vocation 
Director, at 831-8011. 

! The staff and volunteers at the Mother of Life Center are 
grateful to Fr. Dennis Reardon and the parishioners of St. Ber-
nard's Church for your thoughtful and generous Christmas gift 
donations.  During these challenging times, all of the gifts we 
give to the children of young families are happily received in the 
spirit of this Holy Season, in remembrance of God's Gift to us of 
His own Son, Jesus.  Our clients are thankful that their young 
boys and girls can enjoy some presents under the tree, like their 
neighbors and friends.  Please remember that everyone is wel-
come to visit the Mother of Life Center in Providence or Westerly 
at your convenience, to learn more about this pro-life ministry.  
May Christ and His Holy Mother Mary bless all of you this Christ-
mastime, and throughout 2009 A. D.   

! The Salvation Army's North Kingstown Service Unit would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your participation as 
volunteer Bell Ringers for the Christmas Kettle collection. 
Through the efforts of people such as you and your members, 
our local Service Unit has collected $4600.00 to allow us to con-
tinue our work to help the needy in our town. Your parishioners 
collected a total of $508.00 to help make this work possible. 
Once again, we express our appreciation for all you have done 
to make this a better place to live. Take pride in knowing that you 
have had a positive effect on the quality of life in North Kings-
town. It was a pleasure meeting with you all and sharing your en-
thusiasm.  We look forward to working with you again next year. 
Ronald and Brenda Grundy, Kettle Coordinators  

 
Sacramental Preparation classes meet THIS week.  
Next Class is January 11, 2009.. 
Classes were cancelled on December 21st due to the 
weather.  Make-up classes will be held on March 22nd. 
If you are not getting email reminders about classes and 
events, please make sure that the office has your updated 
email. 

Happy New Year! 
In case of inclement weather, please check your 
local news for cancellations. 

Faith Formation 
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For The Young Among Us 
 
 
Grades K-1: 
Life Question:  What is a favorite gift of yours? 
Gospel Question:  Why do the magi give gifts? 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 
Grades 4-6 
Life Question:  : Where do you find God? 
Gospel Question: What are the magi seeking on their journey? 
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St. Bernard’s  
Church Completion Campaign 

Our Heritage. Our Faith. our Future.” 

 
 
 

We have now reached over 80% of our goal!  Thank you to all those who have already pledged to our 
Church Completion Campaign. We expect many more gifts over the next couple weeks. 

Over 285 families have already made a pledge or one-time gift to this campaign. Many of these families 
have just completed their original pledge from several years ago. Their sacrifice is greatly appreciated. 
We also realize that these are difficult economic times for many but if we each give to the best of our 
ability, we will certainly surpass our goal. 
 
As you are aware, our parish has inaugurated a Church Completion Campaign to raise $600,000 in or-
der to provide the funds necessary to complete the construction of our new church. The delay we experi-
enced with our zoning approval and the downturn in the Real Estate market has resulted in a substantial 
financial loss for the parish. The good news is that we have finally begun construction and have devel-
oped a plan that will allow us to continue to move forward. 
 
Please consider making your pledge or one-time gift this Christmas season! Thank you again for 
considering this appeal. Please place your completed Commitment Envelope in the collection at Mass. 
You may also return the envelope by mail. 
 
Thank you for your support.  

 

Over $485,000 pledged to date! 

 

KEEP THE HEAT ON CHALLENGE 
. 

Bishop Tobin has kicked-off the Annual ‘Keep the Heat On’ Challenge, a pro-
gram that helps struggling families with heating assistance who have exhausted 
all other public and private means to keep their families warm during the Rhode 
Island winter. 
Envelopes can be found in the pews.   




